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INTRODUCTION
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ÅThe purpose of this study was twofold:
Á1) Capture a representative sample of the perceptions of residents and property 

owners of Cooke City and Crandall on winter access and recreation.

Á2) Further explore other topics in the region such as quality of life, summer 
tourism and recreation, and plans for the future.

ÅThe target audience included both those who live in Cooke City/Silver 
Gate/Colter Pass and the Crandall area year-round as well as those 
who either own property and live elsewhere or own a second home in 
the area.
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ÅRespondents were contacted via a mailed paper survey with a password 
protect option for respondents to alternatively participate online. 

ÅThe mailing of these paper surveys was done in coordination with the 
Cooke City, MT and Cody, WY USPS postmasters, who delivered surveys 
to potential respondents in Cooke City, Silver Gate, Colter Pass, and 
along the Crandall Road. 
ÁCooke City Post Office forwarded surveys where there was forwarding set up on 

the account. 

ÅTo better capture secondary homeowners and those who get their mail 
elsewhere than these above locations, mailing address data was 
gathered from the State of Montana and Wyoming property records. 
ÁThis data was used to further refine the data and capture respondents that may 

have been missed in initial postal deliveries.

Survey Distribution



ÅSurveys were accepted online and by mail-in from October 
13 thru December 7, 2023. 
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COOKE CITY REGION 

RESIDENT SURVEYS WERE 

COLLECTED294
ÅApproximately 210 surveys came from the Cooke City/Silver 

Gate/Colter Pass area with just over 80 coming from the 
Crandall area.

ÅResponses were strong from both residents who live full-
time in the region and those that reside elsewhere.
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YEARS IN GREATER COOKE CITY AREA
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AREA OF THE REGION
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RESIDENCE TYPE
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TIME SPENT IN AREA



11

HOME OWNERSHIP
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EMPLOYMENT
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BUSINESS OWNERSHIP AND INDUSTRY
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QUALITY OF LIFE
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CURRENT TOPICS IN THE 
REGION
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RECREATION AND 
TOURISM IN THE 
GREATER COOKE  CITY 
AREA
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